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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP.

We recently concluded the first session ofthe 103rd Congress. It was quite a productive session.
Among the measures we passed were bills to revitalize the economy. reduce the deficit, reform
government, fight crime. promote national service and improve education.

Rebllilding the economv' In this first session we approved a major change of direction for our

economy by adopting legislation to reduce spiraling deficits and refocus the nation's priorities on
long-term investments. Already we are seeing positive results. More new private sector jobs have
been created in the U.S. during the last ten months than in the previous four years. Inflation nd
interest rates have fallen to historic low levels. Estimates of the federal deficit are now actually
being revised downward.
The comprehensive budget plan adopted earlier this year sets our nation on a five-year
path to economic revitalization and growth. The budget resolution provides an overall blueprint
for bringing down the deficit and reducing the economy. In August, the Congress put that
blueprint into law in the reconciliation bill which contains the largest deficit reduction in US
history, targeted investments to create jobs and economic growth, significant incentives for small
business to put the economy back on track, and tax fairness for the middle class.
In virtually every category of spending we have made deep and significant cuts. We have
also acted to shift the nation's priorities toward investments to promote long-term economic
growth. Funding for education and job training has been increased as has funding for science and
technology. There is more money for our nation's infrastructure -- roads and bridges. There is
an increase in programs to protect the environment. There is also more for housing and
community development.

Refonrring govemmenL A most sweeping reform of the federal campaign finance system has

been approved. The bill reduces the amount of money involved in congressional campaigns. It
decreases the influence of special interest groups. It sets a limit on the amount of money each
House candidate can spend per election cycle.
We have taken the first in a series of steps to reinvent government -- to make it more
effective, efficient and responsive. The legislation we passed requires restructuring, reorganization
and consolidation of federal agencies and departments. The bill also reduces the number of
federal employees over five years. And finally, the bill phases out duplicative or obsolete
programs. This is an important step toward making our government work better and cost less.
Also, as part of the overall effort to reduce federal spending and get the budget deficit
under control, the House approved the Enhanced Rescissions Act. This grants the President the
authority to reject specific spending programs and requires Congress to take a separate vote on
each of those programs.
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&1Iting criIrIL The House took several important steps to get criminals off our streets and to
give law enforcement officials the resources they need to make our neighborhoods safe.
We adopted legislation to put more police on the streets. A strong and familiar police
presence can make all the difference in reducing crime. This bill authorizes $3.45 billion in
federal grants for community-based policing. It will create a real partnership between police and
the communities they serve. It also reduces the amount of time officers have to spend in court
so they can spend more time protecting our neighborhoods and less time worrying about red tape.
Also, the Violence Against Women Act was adopted. This will provide funds to state and
local law enforcement efforts such as mandatory arrest of domestic violence offenders. It will
make interstate domestic violence a federal crime.
Because of the concern expressed about juvenile crime, legislation was adopted which will
result in youthful offenders facing tougher punishment and more effective rehabilitation for
substance abuse and gang-related crimes. In addition to expanding the use of innovative "boot
camps," the legislation funds other proven forms of alternative punishment, including weekend
incarceration, community service and a requirement that young offenders reimburse victims for
their crimes.

Improving edlU:anon. The House passed an innovative plan for improving schools and reforming
education in America. By establishing national education standards, GOALS 2000 will focus our
schools back on the basics -- reading, writing, math and science. The legislation encourages
innovation and creativity at the local levels to help students learn. It will help give our youth the
education and skills they need to compete for the jobs of the future. Another bill adopted was the
School-to-Work Act. This innovative measure will help American students move from high
school into the workforce. In America today, a large percentage of our young people do not earn
a college degree. This bill encourages schools and local businesses to develop partnerships that
will expose students to new work experiences and career opportunities. By linking school to work
in a meaningful way, this measure will help students find good jobs upon graduation.

These are but some of the many accomplishments of this first session. Next year's legislative
agenda will be equally as jull, and I am certain just as productive.
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ACADEMY DEADUNE. One of the most rewarding responsibilities I have as a Member of

Congress is the nominating of young men and women for the United States service academies.
The academy deadline is near. A number of you have contacted me requesting a nomination
for the class that will enter each of the academies in July 1994. My deadline for receiving all
documentation from applicants who are seeking nominations to this class is December 31, 1993.
If you have applied to my office for such a nomination please be sure that you have all the
necessary information to me by this date. If you need to fax it, you can fax it to my Washington
office at (202) 225-2534, my McAllen office at (210) 682-5546, or my Alice office at (512) 6648759.
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